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have been the long-bow as used at Falkirk, and later., of
course,,, in France, and we may perhaps suppose that this
weapon was gradually evolved by the combined efforts of
the English and Welsh archers during the long campaigns
in Wales and Scotland. It seems not to have been known
on the Continent before the Battle ofCrecy (Payne-Gallwey,
op. cit,p. 32).

The long-bow, in spite of its reputation, was not a very
powerful weapon. Payne-Gallwey estimates its extreme
range with a war arrow at 250 yards, and its maximum
effective range at about 150 yards (op. tit, pp. 22-3). It
seems to have been a plain bow of yew, and it is remarkable
that the Crusaders, during their long contact with the
Orient, learnt neither to reinforce their bows with horn or
sinew, nor to use the more effective Mongolian release.

It is often said that yews were planted in the church-
yards to provide bow staves. They were really so planted
in imitation of the ancient Mediterranean practice of
planting cypresses and other evergreens in cemeteries as a
symbol of immortality.